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Town  Hall, 

Workington, 

February,  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Workington  Port  Health  Authority. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

My  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1953  has  been  prepared 
in  the  form  and  sequence  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Form  Port  20  dated  October,  1952. 


Section  1 — Staff. 


Name  of  Officer. 

Nature  of 

A  ppointment. 

Date  of 
Appoint¬ 
ment. 

Qualifi¬ 

cations. 

Any  other 
Appointments 
held. 

Russell  C.  Pharaoh. 

Clerk. 

October, 

1953. 

Solicitor. 

Town  Clerk, 
Borough  of 
Workington. 

John  R.  Cockfield. 

Clerk. 

January, 

1941. 

Retired 

Sept. 

1953. 

Town  Clerk, 
Borough  of 
Workington. 

James  L.  Hunter. 

Port  Medical 
Officer  of 

Health. 

* 

July,  1950. 

MB., 

Ch.B., 

D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health, 
Borough  of 
Workington.. 

Senior  Assistant 
Medical 

Officer, 

Cumberland 

County 

Council. 

Ronald  E.  Fletcher. 

Deputy  Port 

October, 

M.B., 

Private 

Medical 

Officer. 

1941. 

Ch.B. 

Practioner. 

Richard  James. 

Port  Health 

February, 

Cert.  R.S.I. 

Chief  Sanitary 

Inspector. 

1933. 

and  S.I. 
Joint 
Board. 
Cert.  R.S.I. 
Meat  and 
Other 
Foods. 

Inspector. 

Borough  of 
Workington. 

Charles  E.  Pearson. 

Assistant  Port 

November, 

Cert.  R.S.I. 

Assistant 

Health 

Inspector. 

1948. 

and  S.I. 

Joint 

Board. 

Sanitary 

Inspector, 

Borough  of 
Workington. 

Address  and  Telephone  Number  of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: — Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Workington. 
Phone:  Workington  85. 


4 

Section  II — Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the 
District  during  the  Year. 


Ships  from. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number  inspected. 

By  the  By  the 

Medical  Port 

Officer  of  Health 

Health.  Inspector. 

Number  of  ships 
reported  as  having, 
or  having  had 
during  the  voyage, 
infectious  disease 
on  board. 

Foreign  Ports 

158 

251,844 

9 

158 

2 

Coastwise 

375 

92,290 

—  322 

— 

Total 

533 

344,134 

9 

480 

2 

Section  III — Character  of  Shipping  and  Trade 

during  the  Year. 


Passenger  Traffic. 

There  was  no  passenger  traffic  during  the  year. 


Cargo  Traffic. 

Imports  amounted  to  694,589  tons  as  compared  with 
668,537  tons  during  the  previous  year.  Iron-ore  including 
manganese  ore  (632,586  tons)  was  again  the  chief  import,  the 
remainder  being  coking  coke  (50,554  tons),  ingot  moulds 
6.528  tons,  bricks  and  ganister  (3,419  tons)  and  spent  oxide 
(1,502  tons). 

Exports  amounted  to  134,293  tons  as  compared  with 
1 15,265  tons  in  1952.  Steel  (66,530  tons)  was  the  chief  export, 
the  remainder  being  coal  (35,836  tons),  pig  iron  (10,598  tons), 
tar  (7,742  tons),  pitch  (5,578  tons),  ingot  moulds  (5,564  tons), 
coke  breeze  (1,285  tons),  mine  cars  (871  tons),  railway  chairs 
(170  tons)  and  spent  oxide  (119  tons). 


Principal  Ports  from  which 

Spain. 

Algeria. 

Gold  Coast. 

Belgium. 

Spanish  North  Africa. 
Norway. 

Sierra  Leone. 

India. 

Holland. 

Sweden. 

France. 

Egypt  (Red  Sea). 
Portugal. 


ips  arrive. 

Almeria,  La  Calera,  Hornillo. 
Algiers,  Bona,  Port  Romain. 
Takoradi. 

Antwerp. 

Melilla. 

Kirkenes,  Narvik. 

Pepel. 

Bombay. 

Yuimden. 

Lulea,  Oxelosund,  Otterbaeken 
Brest. 

Abu  Zenima. 

Setubal. 
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Coastal  trading  ships  also  arrive  from  numerous  ports  in 
E^kind,  Scotland,  Wales,  Northern  Ireland  and  the  Irish  Free 
Stc^e. 

Section  IV — Inland  Barge  Traffic. 

There  is  no  inland  barge  traffic. 

Section  V — Water  Supply. 

Water  is  supplied  to  vessels  from  hydrants  situated  on  the 
dockside.  The  Port  receives  the  same  supply  as  the  Bor¬ 
ough  of  Workington,  i.e.,  from  Crummock  Lake  which  has  a 
gathering  area  of  25  square  miles. 

The  character  of  the  water  is  1 .4  degrees  of  hardness  and 
is  of  exceptional  purity,  proved  by  chemical  and  bacteriologi¬ 
cal  examination  several  times  during  the  year. 

Enquries  are  made  on  all  vessels  as  to  the  source  of  ex¬ 
isting  water  supplies.  Samples  of  water  from  five  foreign- 
going  vessels  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
Three  were  declared  satisfactory  and  two  were  suspicious  of 
contamination  as  faecal  organisms  were  found. 

The  water  tanks  on  five  vessels  were  cleaned  out. 

Section  VI— Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952. 

Section  VII — Smallpox. 

The  arrangements  remain  the  same  and  were  fully  des¬ 
cribed  in  last  year’s  report. 

Section  VIII — Venereal  Disease. 

Routine  enquiries  are  made  on  all  vessels  and  where  nec¬ 
essary  information  cards  are  issued  giving  details  of  arrange¬ 
ments  for  seamen  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease  to  receive 
free  confidential  treatment. 

Since  my  report  last  year  a  slight  change  has  occurred  in 
the  treatment  arrangements.  In  addition  to  the  Treatment 
Centres  at  Carlisle  and  Whitehaven,  patients  can  now  receive 
treatment  at  the  Workington  Infirmary  instead  of  by  a  Local 
Practitioner. 

During  the  year  8  cases  were  recommended  for  treatment. 

Section  IX — Cases  of  Notifiable  and  Other 
Infectious  Diseases  on  Ships. 

The  health  of  ships’  crews  has  been  satisfactory.  On 
twelve  for  ign-going  vessels  sickness  or  injuries  were  reported 
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by  the  respective  Masters  when  docking,  and  medical  treat¬ 
ment  was  given  for  the  following :  —  a 


Malaria  .  1 

Tuberculosis  .  1 

Influenza  .  2 

Septic  Throat .  1 

Scabies  .  1 

Eczema  .  1 

Otorrhoea  .  1 

Rheumatism  .  1 

Injuries  .  3 

*Heart  Disease  .  1 


*This  Patient  died  in  Hospital  the  day  following  docking 
of  the  vessel. 

One  vessel  brought  the  body  of  a  man  recovered  from  the 
sea  off  the  Isle  of  Man.  This  was  later  identified  as  a  pas¬ 
senger  on  the  ill-fated  cross  channel  steamer  “Princess  Vic¬ 
toria”  which  sank  during  a  gale  a  month  previously. 

Section  X — Malaria  in  Ships. 

Section  XI — Measures  against  Plague. 

Only  one  case  of  Malaria  was  reported  during  the  year, 
this  being  an  Arab  fireman  on  a  vessel  from  Melilla. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  to  take  action  with  respect 
to  vessels  infected  or  suspected  for  plague. 

Section  XII — Measures  against  Rodents  in 
Ships  from  Foreign  Ports. 

All  vessels  are  thoroughly  searched  for  the  presence  of 
rats.  Stores,  provisions  and  equipment  are  turned.  Test  baits 
and  traps  are  laid. 

On  eleven  vessels  evidence  of  rats  was  discovered  and  im¬ 
mediate  steps  were  taken  to  eradicate  them.  Nineteen  black 
rats  were  caught  and  five  submitted  for  plague  examination 
proved  negative.  Rat  proofing  work  was  carried  out  on  8 
vessels. 

The  dockside  and  buildings  continued  to  receive  periodi¬ 
cal  attention.  A  minor  infestation  was  discovered  in  one 
building,  and  eight  rats  of  the  brown  variety  were  destroyed. 
Rat  proofing  work  was  carried  out. 

During  the  year  twenty-two  International  Deratting 
Exemption  Certificates  were  issued  to  foreign-going  vessels 
following  satisfactory  inspections.  Twenty-eight  Rodent  Con¬ 
trol  Certificates  were  issued  in  accordance  with  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order,  1951. 
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Action  XIII  Inspection  of  Ships  Por  Nuisances. 


Nature  and  Number 
of  Inspections. 

Notices  served. 

Statutory  Other 

Notices.  Notices. 

Result  of  serving  Notices. 

British  408 

Nil 

45 

2  vessels  proceeding  to  dry  dock. 

3  vessels  for  attention  next  port. 
Remainder  carried  out. 

Foreign  72 

Nil 

12 

2  vessels  for  attention  next  port. 

1  vessel  to  breaking-up  yard. 
Remainder  carried  out. 

480 

Nil 

57 

Fifty-seven  notices  were  served  requiring  attention  to 
ninety-one  defects,  nuisances  or  conditions  prejudicial  to 
health,  viz. :  — 


British.  Others. 


Water  tanks  to  clean  . 

3 

2 

1  Norwegian 

1  Spanish 

Rat  proofing  work  . 

7 

1 

Panamanian 

Vermin  . 

3 

1 

Finnish 

Leaking  overhead  decks  .... 

JLi 

1 

Swiss 

Dirty  beds  and  bedding  . 

2 

— 

Choked  scuppers  and  sinks  .... 

8 

2 

1  Greek 

1  Spanish 

Choked  water  closets  . 

5 

1 

Swedish 

Dirty  crews’  quarters  . 

3 

1 

J  ugoslavian 

Vegetable  lockers  to  protect 
and  repair  . 

3 

2 

1  Jugoslavian 

1  Spanish 

Dirty  washplaces  . 

3 

— 

Dirty  messrooms  . 

2 

1 

Panamanian 

Dirty  water  closets  . 

5 

3 

1  Greek 

1  Portuguese 

1  Norwegian 

Dirty  pantries,  galleys  or 
storerooms  . 

6 

2 

1  Panamanian 

1  Spanish 

Defective  skylights  . 

1 

1 

Swiss 

Defective  ports  . 

4 

2 

1  Dutch 

1  Swiss 

Defective  water  pump  . 

— 

1 

Spanish 

Defective  ventilators  .. 

2 

_ 

Defective  sanitary  fittings  . 

9 

2 

1  Swiss 

1  Swedish 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  the  Port  during  the  year 
was  533,  as  compared  with  491  in  1952,  445  in  1951  and  418 
in  1950. 


8 


The  following 


were  the  nationalities :  — ~ 


British  .  450 

Dutch  . . .  33 

Swedish  .  14 

Norwegian  .  12 

German  .  5 

Spanish  .  4 

Greek  .  4 

Finnish  .  3 

Portuguese  .  2 

Panamanian  .  2 

Turkish  .  1 

Jugoslav  .  1 

Swiss  . 

Danish  . 


533 


Section  XIV— Public  Health  (Shell-Fish) 
Regulations,  1934  and  1948. 

Section  XV— Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens. 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  laying  within  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  Authority. 

The  Port  is  not  approved  for  the  landing  of  Aliens. 

Section  XVI — Miscellaneous. 

No  foodstuffs  were  imported  during  the  year. 

One  notice  was  served  under  the  Parrots  and  Miscella¬ 
neous  Birds  (Prohibition  of  Importation)  Order,  1953,  not  to 
remove  birds  from  a  vessel. 

The  foreshore  has  been  periodically  inspected.  The  car¬ 
cases  of  two  sheep  and  one  cow  which  had  been  washed-up 
on  the  beach  were  removed  and  destroyed. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  thank  the  Staff  of  the  Port  Health 
Authority,  whose  assistance  has  ensured  the  smooth  working 
of  the  various  Regulations. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  L.  HUNTER,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Port  Medical  Officer. 
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